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Should we continue to study English in the future?
Kaho Hara
     English classes at the university will end this year. In order to improve my English skill from now on, I will have to study on my own. I do not plan to use English at work in the future. However, should I continue to study English? So, I will talk about two benefits of learning English.
     First of all, acquiring English language skills will enrich your life. For example, if you are confident in your English ability, you will no longer feel a language barrier and can easily travel abroad. When you travel abroad, you will meet a variety of people and learn new values, which will broaden your horizons. In addition, traveling abroad may spark your interest in foreign countries and encourage you to think about a new career. Also, in recent years, we have been hearing more and more about diversity. However, in Japan, an island nation, it may be difficult to truly understand diversity because there are few opportunities to interact with people of different values and cultures. However, when you can speak English, you will be able to interact with people born and raised in different countries. Through such interactions, you will be able to experience firsthand the differences in values and cultures.
     Second, even if you think you will not use English at work now as I do, you may need English at work due to changes in society. In recent years, the Japanese market has been shrinking due to the declining birthrate and aging population. It is obvious that if a business targets only the Japanese domestic market, there is a high risk that business performance will be sluggish and sales will decline in the future. Therefore, more and more companies are expanding overseas in search of more business opportunities. If you have English skills, you will be a valuable asset when your company expands overseas. In addition, with the spread of remote work by COVID19, more and more Japanese companies are hiring foreigners who stay abroad through remote work. If this trend is to accelerate in the future, we must learn English in order to work together with them.
     For these reasons we should continue to study English on our own after our university English classes are over. So, how can we study English on our own? To learn English conversation, it is more effective to practice speaking than to study grammar. Conveniently nowadays, you can speak with people from overseas every day through online English conversation services. But at first you may not have the courage to take an online English conversation course if you are not good at English. But it is important to have the courage to take the course, because even if you cannot speak well, you can learn the ability to communicate with people from other countries. In fact, I have taken online English conversation classes several times and was able to rapidly improve my English by speaking with foreigners.
     In conclusion, we should continue to study English in the future, so we should talk with people from other countries through online English conversation services.
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