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Thoughts on learning English
When I think about learning English, many different thoughts come to mind. As a non-native speaker, I have always believed that mastering English is one of the most important skills to develop. Not only does it open up countless opportunities in terms of career, education, and travel, but it also connects me to people from different cultures around the world. I have never been abroad and would like to go abroad one day, so I consider English to be essential for this. I often find myself reflecting on the best strategies to improve my skills and how I can stay motivated in the process.
One of the first things I think about is vocabulary. Expanding my vocabulary is crucial because it allows me to express myself more clearly and understand others better. However, I’ve realized that it’s not just about memorizing words. What really matters is being able to use them in context. I think this is where the Japanese are not good at. I try to learn new words not in isolation but through phrases and sentences. This way, I can understand how they are used naturally in conversation and avoid making mistakes when I speak or write.
Another aspect I consider frequently is grammar. Grammar is the foundation of clear and effective communication. It is not enough to know vocabulary alone. Without grammar, my sentences might not make sense or might sound awkward. I think that grammar is not about perfection but about communication. There's no need to get too hung up on grammar.
Listening and speaking are also key components of learning English. I listen to a lot of Western music, so I am a little confident in my listening skills. But I can't understand the meaning when I hear it, so I want to be able to understand it. I also try to practice speaking regularly. Even if I make mistakes, I know that speaking is the only way to build confidence and fluency. Language exchange with others is one of the best ways to practice, as it gives me the chance to speak with someone who can offer feedback and correct my errors.
I also think a lot about my motivation for learning English. Sometimes, it feels overwhelming because learning a new language is a long process. However, I remind myself of the reasons I started in the first place: want to talk to a foreigner. This reason keep me focused and motivated, especially when I encounter obstacles or feel discouraged.
Finally, I think about the importance of patience. Language learning is a journey that requires consistent effort and time. Sometimes I want to see quicker results, but I know that the process of mastering a language takes time. I try to celebrate small victories along the way, such as understanding a new phrase or having a successful conversation in English.
In conclusion, learning English is a continuous process that requires dedication, patience, and a willingness to embrace mistakes. It’s not just about memorizing vocabulary or following grammar rules—it’s about being able to use the language effectively in real-life situations. By staying motivated and persistent, I know that I will continue to improve and be able to use English to connect with people around the world.
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