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Abstract The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) was planning to introduce a
speaking test as part of the Common Test for admission to Japanese universities. Many researchers have written about discussions
at the Cabinet level and within MEXT; however, few have analyzed the perspectives of test-takers or conducted quantitative
research on them, except for Kuze (2018). Therefore, this paper examined the differences between participants who were willing
to take speaking tests as part of the university entrance examination and those who were not. 63 first-year students who had taken
the university entrance exam participated in this research. The results showed that 20 participants supported taking speaking
tests, while 43 opposed them and rated their speaking ability significantly higher (t(61) = —2.72, p < .05) than the opponents.
Free responses from opponents of the test suggested concerns about the fairness of the speaking tests and the additional burden

of preparing for entrance exams.
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